^ ■ -r ^1. 2/14/85 

The tiling of your 2/l2 is fine. I've gotta keep the legs up for a while, which 
t - ?, typi!le ’ 4md there's enough tine before lunch to respond, {Had to put Old 
■faithful in the garage for a little front-end work, which delayed ay getting hone.) 

You jure correct, David isn't in the U.S. I don't know each about it but here 

t! ^AfT:» S T hCW ^ Ud represents *“» Bud was out of the country when his office 
“ ha \ t}l ‘/ a * b * K was about t0 sead Bio back to France, so Jin and abother in 
«- iicG xrl "°- Llake the systen of justice work, without success. Jim explained 
a delay .ai something else by telling me this. The government gave Jin and the other 
person a runaround when they wont to New York and didn't get to see David, and then 
in saw Paris -atch, which had a picture of the shackled David deplaning, in sun 
bandaxds on his face. The only thing else I know comes from n rather 
fane _iing x>ud gave some court that i. read, detailing the history of David's 
xorciDle deportation fro;:. Brazil to the US, etc. 

r !f ir f to * he Fj31 011(1 thc crrtics^ first of all, its interest is not 

t0 i or 3 J*® 88 WOrk hUrtS if ' HOst nnd 000011(1 of a11 ' I do not believe 

.hat they made a careful/ analysis of the bitter works. I'll try to explain. 

lllll ^rating the first point, they have an enormous amount on the nutty engineer 
xhomsen. It is grist for their mill to have such corse stuff to grind so fine. 

of - ttey « «•«*«-. oJSTL? <£Z oJT 

eqUc.xe ali </JxzgL that kiua oi paranoia* 

. u l? simply^ isn't possible that the HQ people did not know the actualities. They 
no., their Business ana they know the deficiencies in what tliey did. They know very 

cSerin th ? ^ ^ *“• md didn ' t do * Tteir interest is limited^ first to" 

tLe B “ s ass ffild then » individuals, to cover their own. Sometimes a 

^ 1,11 illutitrate * of what they do know they 

avo^d t .-o^u^ f-f l6S t0 ?° ld S se if “indictment and thus I believe they would 

thofcoSdi^ti^- an . anal y si f of ** Hatha- would they look for a sample 

the could pretend xs characteristic, one of their methods. When the- could ~ct 

i^selfldS^^^ S' 1 " thijiGS UP ’ PonBiiio^ing, beating their chests and backs 

Sv want ^ atl °\ at ' SanG tLne * 1 think 1 reforred t0 ^ illustration you jcm 

£ r£S<- Sv Th W ? m y0U iire ’ Df sonothin e they could not avpid. Hoover had to 

oe H 1 ^ 3 T lne * n ° “ atter h0H wr01lf hQ was * 20 whea he was wrong about 

Sed on Convinced *** 310 was li^t because there are, after all, 

trees on Elm* And he v/aa content* 

that 1^1^ r ° COrdS 11 V ! S ® Gn they K: '*' nt raoTO tir ‘0 convincing themselves and others 
. .hat x was a uangerous red, based on fabrications and distortions mixed with omissions 

also Su-rtrue? n °* ** ° thCr than in ^raiined characterization of it that ' 

nrobabilitv +w 1 thi " niC Xt iC naoaoaaiy t0 ^.-rataad that there is a good 
probability they have a considerable iinount of information hidden bv the means of 

in^ndnd .^ters." You may want to keep this claSSLftion 

^incilii t ?* n the + : i f a ° fiCOS> ® der «>> But with the probability 

mdi victual tiles on era. Hod and their organizations unde- 100 or 105. They can 

h searen ana cone up with nothing by avoid file classifications thc-v cm describe 

is 4 so r d for press «* iT itHoSSSf’ 

nnH T r , ' f 0r S0Re IboVer liles «) we really do not Inow what they Irave 

d I an only guessing' that there is inforraation filed as indicated above. 

ny second ^ aboa t my harwUi^ of Shaneyfelt and wlrat is related in 

o i f w no error in it and there is no way they could analyze an 

atteL-on to ^ t r y ° “y such effort « if evel> distributed, is call 

wi-.Ese ves and what I report. 3o the ],ab, perhaps Sbmeyfelt jpersonally. 



solved thei problem. S&aneyfelt wrote a memo to Ills boss, complete with all their 
pet lingo, like " diabolical and vitriolic" to describe my writing (Hoover must have 
favorwd those words, they are used that often) and he proposed that the fair name 
°t '•he liil be protected by his filing a libel action ayainst Etc, if tho FIJI would 
like hin to. (Thus he laso displayed his loyalty. ) That would "stop" me, his word 
also used by SA Marion Williams, who is specific in using it with regard to my 
writing. The Lab boss bucked the memo to Legal Cpunsel, where shortly there emerged 
a memo holding that Shaneyfelt is hot a public person in the sense of legal 
decisions like the Times case, and thus the FBI could sue me through him. They 
as I recall seemed to recommend this. They did not inquire into fact. They made 
iio effort to learn if my writing is accurate. Their approval was bucked upward, 
where it also was well received, only Tolson thought it ought to be left up to 
their dedicated, loyal, self-sacrificing Shaneyfelt. Hoover OKed Tolson, so it 
get back to Shaneyfelt. 


Tou know very -well tiiat Shaneyfelt was* not about to have M3 work and its 
accuracy examined in public in a court of law. I don’t know about -cover and Tolson, 
but i m inclined to believe that others also were well aware of this, certainly in 
the Lab. So, Shaneyfelt goes through a long reasoning on paper in which he concludes 
Us he know at the outset) that any litigation night, in fact, help tie by promoting 
wie sale of the pock and thus call my allegedly unfair criticism of the flawless 
.hi to more puolic attention than it would otherwise get and maybe it would, after 
al-, jo jotter for the if they juot iropped it i)\s£ead of suing* 


shaneyfelt, an old timer, also knew at the outset that 1 
-xed at any thought of the FBI involved in civil litigation, 
makes clear. 


oover was just horri- 
as Sullivan’ s book 


So nothing tore happened and they had all these nice, oncesided records to 
a. lash around int ernally if they were ever asked about what I wrote, as I’m sure 
they never were. Shaneyfelt has protected himself and the BBT in the way they 

lilce, he was off the hook, internally they were off the hook, the best of possible 
worlds. 

.How did he persuade those who read Ms initial memo that I’d done all those 
terrible things to him? He misrepresented one of the things I wrote, pretending that 
a tod tolu ale world that he, not the Commission, was in charge of its reconstruction 
°* Cr p e *_- L referred only to the jjho.tographic reenactment, and he was in charge 
° “ Jm “* . lt vas easy to ^ tJle others believe that I’d said what I had 
not and they had no trouble understanding that the Commission was in charge of the 
Comtaision* s work. 


Tliis represents standard FBI operating procedure and political practise. 

it is. heavy-handed, outrageous, indecent, and for them it works. They can 
got a way wit]j anything if they can make any kind of showing, and their internal 
records sre created with that in Kind. 

Cj.ven their vulnerability with regard to the assassination, my hunch is that 
they are as prepared as their think they say need to be, their own way. 



